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 New Mexico Network for

Women in Science and Engineering

OFFICERS: Laurie Marnell, President; Diane Albert, Past President; Yolanda King, Treasurer; Claudia Barreto, Secretary; Elizabeth Kallman, President Elect

October 18, 2009 Annual Board Meeting
Date:
 October 18, 2009

Time:
 9 am to 11 am

Place:
 Hacienda Vargas Main Sala, Algondones, NM

Attendees:   Jeanne Banks, Claudia Barreto, Cheri Burch, Tinka Gammel, Elizabeth Kallman, Laurie Marnell, Barbara Torres, Dana Roberson

TOPIC







      PRESENTER




Call to Order 
Laurie Marnell

9:05am

Approval of Agenda
Laurie Marnell

Secretary’s Report
Claudia Barreto

Minutes from August were distributed and accepted as submitted.
Treasurer’s Report
Yolanda King

The available balance is $15,552.47.  The auditors applauded Yolanda King’s organization saying it made auditing easy.  The audit was completed with a 30 cent discrepancy.  Yolanda will check with the bank on this.  There is a missing check paid to the order of LAWLIS (apparently the check has never been cashed).  There is also about $100 in outstanding checks which we assume to be student award checks that were never cashed.  Barbara Torres suggested that we add a line “outstanding checks” to the annual report.  
Reports from Standing Committee Chairs:

Annual Meeting Chair
Jeanne Banks

A wonderful time was had by all at the 2009 Annual Meeting.  Jeanne Banks will submit her expense report.   Jeanne asked 2 questions:  Should we continue to have an Annual Meeting and if so we need a chair.  We discussed changing the time of year to get more attendees.  We discussed changing the fee.  Elizabeth Kallman suggested giving a discount for presenters.  Barbara Torres says to be able to break even we would need to raise the price and then give presenters a break.  We can save money by having less food.  Barbara Torres pointed out that the meeting is a nice benefit for members/presenters.  Jeanne Banks suggested that there be a specific person in charge of finding the keynote speaker.  Elizabeth Kallman pointed out that we put a lot of effort into the Annual Meeting and that our time, energy, and resources might be better spent on our goals.  Barbara Torres observed that the Annual Meeting is too much like the subsequent board meeting and that we should have a way to streamline the Annual Meeting agenda.  Dana Roberson graciously agreed to take on the role of Chair for the 2010 Annual Meeting.  Yolanda King suggested that we make the Annual Meeting a tool for recruitment.   We discussed creating a survey to a broader audience to get input for next meeting.  Barbara Torres offered to draft a survey before the next (December 2009) board meeting.  Tinka Gammel will look into available dates for booking the facilities at Valle de Caldera Park.  We also suggested avenue near Santa Fe.  As for dates, the board expressed a preference for October through early November for the 2010 Annual Meeting.
Elections
Georgia Pedicini

If someone is interested in taking over this Chair, Georgia would like to pass the hat.  We will work on recruiting someone.

Archives
Mary S. Campbell

If someone is interested in taking over this Chair, Mary would like to pass the hat.  We will work on recruiting someone.

Communications
Tinka Gammel
  

Elizabeth Kallman is willing to work on the Newsletter if there are set dates for publication of the hard copy.  A hard copy will still go out for the upcoming 2010 Annual Meeting.   For February 15th we will have formal electronic Newsletter.
Membership
Dana Roberson

WE NEED TO RECRUIT.  Jeanne Banks suggested we have a recruiting event next spring.

IMPACT! Award
Nancy Weinbrenner

We will have a special ceremony at the Central Chapter meeting in January to honor Barbara Woodard who was unable to attend the Annual Meeting.
Fundraising
Diane Albert

We need to clarify that there is a clear delineation between obtaining funds for the State vs. local Expanding Your Horizon’s conferences.
Newsletter
Elizabeth Kallman

See communications.

Policies and Procedures
Claudia Barreto

Tinka Gammel will file the change for our Article of Incorporation.  Jeanne Banks offered to recruit two people to examine the current Policies and Procedures to see if we need any updates. 
Publicity/Outreach
Charlene Bausinger Jacka
We would like to recruit Diane Albert to take over this Chair.  We will approach Charlene about switching to Fundraising Chair.  Elizabeth Kallman agreed to work on EYH publicity.  Elizabeth Kallman will contact Brenda Davies for graphics.  We have already applied for an Albuquerque Journal “Brown Wrapper” to advertise EHY.
Student Awards
Mercedes Agogino

If any members are interested in coordinating judging for any regional science fair, they can request funds for student awards.  We will standardize our awards (two $25 cash awards) for regional science fairs.  If there are other events, please contact to board for consideration of awards.
Expanding Your Horizons:

State
Dana Roberson 

Dana Roberson is looking into the organisation of a Santa Fe EYH.  Dana Roberson will also find out if Northern is planning on holding an EYH in 2010.  Tinka Gammel moved that we include  ‘Spills and Ripples’ activities in our Careers CD.  The cost is $110 to have 5 activities and then $10/year.  The board felt that these acitivties added to the CD’s content/value and the motion was approved. 
Albuquerque (non-Board position)
Diane Albert

The plan is for Albuquerque EYH to be held on 4/17 at Central New Mexico Community College.
Expanding Your Horizons Conference

New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering (NMNWSE)

2009 Final Report

OVERVIEW

The New Mexico Network is a not-for-profit organization with a membership of more than one hundred women scientists and engineers who volunteer time and energy to ensure that young people, especially young women, have access to information on exciting and meaningful careers in the sciences and engineering. The Network has been sponsoring the annual conferences statewide since 1980, reaching over 20,500 students and their teachers.  The students receive career information and encouragement at an early age, a key factor of future success.   New Mexico has a large rural population where many young people, especially women and minorities, are unaware of the wide variety of technical job opportunities that are available to them.  EYH successfully addresses this need.  This year we had over 500 young women participate in the EYH conferences.  As in years past, the level of minority participation was high and a significant number of Hispanic, Native American, Asian and Afro-American young women were included.
There are three active chapters in NMNWSE – Northern Chapter in Los Alamos, Central Chapter in Albuquerque, and Southern Chapter in Silver City. 

Central Chapter 

.  
The Annual Albuquerque EYH conference at Dane Smith Hall at the New Mexico University was held Saturday, March 14, 2009.  As usual the conference was very successful.

Slightly more than 100 girls attended the conference.  Sixth to twelfth grade girls from the Albuquerque area of NM were targeted and as such, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth grade girls constituted almost 89% of the girls who attended.  The ethnicity breakdown was roughly 36% European American, 29% Hispanic American, 16% Native American, and 6% Afro Americans and Asian Americans.
It was observed by evaluations turned in that there were more sixth graders than last year, and there were several girls from Pueblos and private academies that attended.

This year the opening session was hectic since the room had been double booked, but we moved rooms and the event was well attended. The opening event was a talk and demonstration by Ms. Susan Thornton, Director of the Directed Energy Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory.  Fourteen (14) workshops were held from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   At the closing session by student evaluations being filled out and turned in.

Los Alamos 
Student Conference 
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The northern chapter of NMNWSE (LAWIS) hosted the 30th EYH in Los Alamos on April 1st, 2009.  The event was held at the University of New Mexico, Los Alamos, and drew about 100 middle- and high-school girls from 12 Northern New Mexico schools.  The intrepid girls braved wintery weather to attend (a nice April fool’s joke from Mother Nature!)  Activities included workshops related to astronomy, aerospace, chemistry, and earth science; a team-building activity; and various demonstrations.  The team activity was to engineer a protective container for an egg.  Teams had to build a light weight structure that would keep the egg from cracking when dropped and allow an accurate landing on a specified location from available materials.  Points were given for how light the engineered solution was as well as how close to the landing location it was.  This engineering problem is very analogous to what NASA must do when sending a probe to another planet, asteroid, or comet.  Surprisingly only 2 eggs cracked, but the weight and accuracy of the system greatly varied!  A concurrent conference for teachers was also held.  Teachers learned innovative ways to teach math and science.

Picture 1: Kaley Thomas, left, and Stephanie Djidjev, both of Los Alamos High School, measure the acidity and basicity of household products and foods using colored indicators.  Photographer:  Sandra Valdez, LANL.

Teacher Conference

Accompanying teachers, parents, and other adult student supervisors had the opportunity to participate in a “hands-on” workshop and informational session on a variety of topics. The keynote speaker was also be available for questions and answers

The Silver City EYH conference was held on the Western New Mexico University campus on March 14, 2009.  The opening session was followed by 2 morning workshops, a pizza lunch, a third workshop and a closing activity.  

This was our 17th annual EYH conference at WNMU.  This year we targeted 6th - 10th grade girls.  There were about 20 schools attending from the four county areas: Grant, Luna, Hidalgo and Catron.  We will include 5th grade again next year and aim for a larger group.  

In previous years we cut down on the number of girls attending but had some disappointment from these older girls so last year we included a larger number of girls including 9th and 10th grades again.  However, these older girls were be recruited to help in the workshops and mentor the younger girls.  This turned out to be a great experience for these girls because they were able to assist with the workshops and responded enthusiastically.

Once again we sent letters to parents to let them know their girl was registered.  For the past several years this has decreased our “no show” count from about 35% to less than 25%.

The date for the 18th Annual Silver City EYH conference at Western New Mexico University is Saturday, is set for:  Saturday, March 13, 2010.  

FUNDING


As in previous years, Community funding, was used to purchase thank-you gifts for Key Note speakers, and prizes for Team Activity winners.  State-wide donations the NMNWSE are used to cover all EYH items in the budget approved by the Board.  That includes chapter rebates and insurance in addition to tote bags and career booklets and CDRoms.

Workshop Comments:

Science Rocks!!

Everything was hands-on.  The teachers were helpful.

I had a great experience

I liked all of it

I liked all of the things that we did.  It was very exciting and I liked them a lot

I liked everything to do with this workshop.  Also seeing people who actually worked in the field.  Loved infrared light Class - my favorite

I liked freezing stuff in liquid nitrogen

I liked how all the teachers were patient and helpful.

I liked how they had Hands on Science - Not the kind in the Book.

I liked it all.  It was perfect, it should not change.

I liked most of it.  I think that there is not too much improvement needed.  One thing is to make sure that there are lots of fun, hand-on activities for the students.

I liked the Chemistry because it was cool to see the color changes and heat experiments.

I liked the chemistry, but the mathematics was too hard

I liked the fun adventures we had

I liked the hands on stuff.  Everything was good.  No Improvements

I loved crushing flowers using the freezing nitrous-oxide

I loved the atoms and nuclear workshop

I loved them all - its perfic (sic) I want to be a chemistry person.

I really liked the circuits

I would have liked to see more minority women, particularly women of color running the workshops.

It is a great program for all women and all girls should come.

It was very interesting. I think the seeing in the dark one could have been more activities.

"Liked workshop to disinfect dirty water

You need to make more projects for each class"

Maybe have two veterinary classes

Physical science is the best scientific experiments

Some information I felt was very general, I felt was extremely useful though.

Thank You
TG asked for a volunteer to help update the Careers CD, maybe someone other than a physicist.  TG requested permission for use publications (for example Spills & Ripples has at home experiments).  At the board meeting we will discuss paying for inclusion of other publications on CD.  TG asked that we send her suggestions for other organizations that might let us include their publications on the CD.
Silver City 







Rosa Romero
The date for the 18th Annual Silver City EYH conference at Western New Mexico University is Saturday, is set for:  Saturday, March 22, 2010. We have changed this a few times as it seems each of the schools in our main target area have different spring breaks.  This date will hopefully mean most girls will be able to attend.  Our target will be 350 5th – 12th grade girls.  We will continue with three workshops, a pizza lunch, a closing activity and free t-shirts for the girls, although the older girls may be separated. 

In previous years we cut down on the number of girls attending but had some disappointment from these older girls so last year we included a larger number of girls including 9th and 10th grades again.  However, these older girls were recruited to help in the workshops and mentor the younger girls.  This year we would like to have some workshops geared toward these older age groups who are getting ready for college.  By separating them, they may be able to get a more advanced look at careers and more information about colleges they can be applying for.  This is still in the discussion process, but we are looking at presenters and finding ways that would accommodate high school age young women more specifically.

This year we are playing with the idea of bringing back a shorter version of an opening session although we are changing the format from the way it was previously done.  We intend to have a master of ceremonies, and several booths set up (career materials) so that the girls have something to do and see while others are getting registered (t-shirts, badges, etc.).  

Emily Warner, president of the Grant County Branch AAUW has been heading the planning activities. Work is being done to coordinate our efforts with the schools in our 4 county region. One of the members on the planning committee will be doing our database and due to unforeseen technical issues last year we are considering other options for maintaining a new database.  At the request of several presenters the workshops have been extended from 50 minutes to one hour.

Once again we will send letters to parents to let them know their girl is registered.  For the past several years this has decreased our “no show” count from about 35% to less than 25%.

At the present time there are several presenters already signed on. We are still planning a date in the fall for an orientation session for the presenters.   Planning is going very well.

Here is our budget: (submitted to request the $600 seed money)

Make the check to WNMU Foundation with Expanding Your Horizons on the comment line.  Mail to WNMU Foundation, P.O. Box 1158, Silver City, NM 88062

Income

Seed Money
  
$  600

Donations

$3400





$4000

Expenses

T-shirts
 

$ 2250

Lunch



$ 1000

Postage


$   250 

Transportation


$   200

Supplies & Misc

$   300




$ 4000

Submitted by:  Rosa Romero, PO Box 1044, Santa Clara, NM 88026, rosar@signalpeak.net

Chapter Reports:


Central Chapter
Jeanne Banks

The 2009 IMPACT! Award ceremony will be conducted  at the January 2010 meeting.  Jeanne also wants to have the chapter organize a spring recruitment event.
Old Business/Action Items: 

	Date Opened 
	Open Action Items 
	Responsible 
	Status 

	Ongoing 
	Funding Proposals 
	Diane 
	ongoing

	Ongoing
	Plans to Increase Membership
	ALL
	ongoing


New Business, Announcements: 
1. Date/Location of Next Board Meeting: December 12 at 10am location TBA.
2.  All meetings will be 2nd Saturday of the Month locations TBA (with call-in option)
· Feb 13

· April 10

· June 12

· August 14

· October 9

· December 14
	Date Opened 
	Open Action Items 
	Responsible 
	Status 

	October 2009
	Contact with Northern to clarify their status.  Barbara suggested we start with a phone call to Wendee Brunish.  If there is no definitive response we will look into other actions.
	Barbara
	open

	October 2009
	Calendar 2009-2010
	All
	ongoing

	October 2009
	School to World
March 2010 
NMNWSE Table
	Laurie
	ongoing


The meeting was adjourned at 11:54am
