DRAFT

MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF

LOS ALAMOS WOMEN IN SCIENCE & ENGINEERING

Dec. 16, 1998

The annual meeting of LAWIS was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by J. Margo Clark, President. 

I.
Old Business

Summary the events of 1998 (by Margo):

A. Lunch Seminars were held once per month over the noon hour.  Margo read a list of the twelve seminars presented during the year:

1)  January 13, 1998: “AmeriCorps– Service Experience” by Laura Kraemer, PA-4, LANL

2)
February 12, 1998: "Safety Analysis" by Ann Pendergrass, ESH-3, LANL.

3) March 12, 1998: “Birds, Bats, and Bees: An Ecologist’s View of Why They are Important to the Laboratory” by Teralene Foxx, ESH-20, LANL.

4) April 7, 1998:  “Biologically Motivationed Autonomous Vehicle Control” by Jan Frigo, NIS-1, LANL. 

5) May 14, 1998:  “Report on the 25th Anniversary Conference on Women in Science and Engineering: Choices and Successes” by Wendee Brunish, EES-DO, LANL.

6) June 11, 1998:  “The Ecological and Physiological Cost of Contaminants on Cavity Nesting Birds” by Jeanne Fair, EES-15, LANL.

7) July 8, 1998:  “Sensitivity of Once Shocked, Weathered, High Explosives” by Betty Harris, NMT-1 CMR, LANL.

8) August 4, 1998:  “Massive Exploding Stars: The Variability and Outburst of Luminous Blue Variable Stars” by Joyce Guzick, X-TA, LANL.

9) September 16, 1998: “Dogs and Scent Detection” by Wendee Brunish, EES-DO, LANL.

10) October 27, 1998:  “From Music to Management” by Cheryl Wampler, CIC-7, LANL.

11) November 17, 1998:  “Deviation from the Standard Mean: A Woman Scientist” by Julie Johnston, ESH-20.

12) December 10, 1998:  “Grains and Grids” by Tinka Gammel, T-1, LANL.

B. 1998 Expanding Your Horizons Conference, March 25, 1998 (summarized by Joyce Guzik, chair):

Approximately 130 middle and high school students attended as well as 25 adult teachers.  Fifteen workshops were held for the students and two for the attending adults. The invited guest speaker was Linda S. Robeck, a  mechanical engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA.  Linda was in charge of the team that assembled the Lander portion of the Mars Pathfinder mission that landed on and explored the geology of Mars last July.  Her talk was very well received. 

C. Summer Picnic – July 10, 1998

D. About 40 people attended the semi-pot-luck picnic, which was held in the park by Ashley Pond.  UGS and post-doctoral students were also invited, and a few attended.  Additional tickets were sold (total of $75) for the raffle of two quilts and framed art.  The raffle was held at the NM Network for Women in Science & Engineering (NMNWSE) Annual Meeting near Socorro, NM Oct. 23-25, 1998.  The proceeds will help support publication of the NMNWSE Careers booklet.

E. Annual meeting of NM Network for Women in Science & Engineering (NMNWSE), Oct. 23-25, 1998, at La Sevilleta, near Socorro, NM.  

LAWIS is the Northern Chapter of this statewide organization.  Approximately twenty-four women attended the annual meeting.  The keynote address, presented by Jeanne Banks of the Central Chapter, was entitled “Y2K Computer Problems, Myths, and Realities”.  Twelve talks were presented.  In addition to the talks a tour of the explosives research facility at the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology was conducted.  A group dinner was held at Val Verde Steakhouse in Socorro on Saturday night.  The Annual Meeting of the membership was held Saturday morning and the Board of Directors meeting was held Sunday morning.  The new state officers are:

New officers:

President:  

Karen Saenz

Vice President
Carol LaDelfe  (also President Elect)

Secretary:  

Kristin Bennett

Treasurer:

Claudia Lewis

Members-at-large
J. Margo Clark




Adrienne Dare

Angelique Neuman




Wyona Turner

Standing Committees:

Annual Meeting
Lynda Towers, dede Collins, and Nina Thayer

Archives

dede Collins

Elections

Nancy Stages Weinbrenner




EYH Chair

Adrian Dare 

Fund Raising

Yolanda King 

Membership

Wyona Turner 

Newsletter:

Angelique Neuman and  J. Margo Clark  

Policies & Procedures
Lynda Towers

Publicity:

Kelly Bitner

Science Fair

Mercedes Agogino


Annual Meeting:
Linda Towers, dede Collins, Nina Thayer

E.   Field Trips:

LAWIS had the following field trips during 1998:

a) March 3-4, 1998:  trip to WIPP, Carlsbad, NM (arranged by Tinka Gammel, T-1, LANL)

b) April 16, 1998: trip to Jemez Mountains (arranged by Carol Hogsett, HR-5, LANL). 

F. Results of Election of New Steering Committee Members (announced by Wendee Brunish):

The nominating committee consisted of Wendee Brunish, Amy Anderson, and Lynda Towers.  The election was to replace five outgoing board members, namely J. Margo Clark, Tinka Gammel, Joyce Guzik, Carol LaDelfe, and Ginger Young.  Continuing members are Amy Anderson, Cass Mason, AlexineSalazar, Sharon Thomas, and Trish Wright.  The nominating committee provided a slate of five nominees for the five open positions.  These nominees were Susana Delano, Janie Enter, Ann Mauzy, Angelique Neuman, and Mary Stinecipher Campbell.  The ballots were distributed via e-mail and US mail on December 2, 1998.  Votes were due by December 14, 1998.  We received a total of 25 votes.  There were no write-in votes. Three of the candidates (Mauzy, Enter, and Campbell) on the slate received 25 votes, and the two remaining candidates (Delano and Neuman) received 24 votes.  All of the five candidates were elected.  

Summary List of Steering Committee Members for 1999:

Continuing Members:  Amy Anderson, Cass Mason, AlexineSalazar, Sharon Thomas, and Trish Wright.

New Members: Susan Delano, Janie Enter, Ann Mauzy, Angelique Neuman, and Mary Stinecipher Campbell. 

G. Bylaws Committee:

The LAWIS steering committee appointed dede Collins to chair this committee.  She has appointed Nancy Scheer and J. Margo Clark to serve on this committee.  Several changes to the by-laws are expected since they have not been revised in years, and some changes are definitely needed.   Margo reported that the committee will probably recommend that LAWIS calendar be placed on a fiscal year basis so it will match the time periods of the state  organization, NMNWIS.   LAWIS, the Northern Chapter of NMNWIS, has been operating on a calendar year, at least over the last several years. 

H. Possible Teacher Component to 1999 EYH Conference, March 24, 1999:

LAWIS has been considering adding a teacher component to the Expanding Your Horizons Workshop that will be held on March 24, 1999.  To assist in achieving that goal Sharon Thomas, Acting Vice President, and Dennis Gill, from LANL’s Science Education Team, submitted a grant proposal titled “Expanding Your Horizons Conference Teacher Component” to the Department of Defense.  The grant proposal request was for $10,000 for 1999 and $10,000 for year 2000, but it was not funded.  However, $6000 will be allocated by STB (Dennis Gill’s group) out of discretionary funds to assist in achieving the proposal. 

I. 
Special Thanks:  Margo expressed her thanks to the following people:

a) Joyce Guzik, assisted by Alexine Salazar,  for serving as chair of the 1998 EYH Conference.

b) Tinka Gammel for her continuing good work serving in multiple roles including being LAWIS Newsletter Editor, manager of the LAWIS home page, manager of listserver, and organizer of the lunch seminars through Sept. 1998.  

c) Sharon Thomas for serving as Acting Vice President after Jenny Siders left LANL earlier this year.  Sharon has also taken over the organization of the lunch seminars beginning in September 1998, and she has speakers lined up through May 1999. 

d) All the current members of the LAWIS steering committee.

e) All LAWIS members who contributed their time and effort to the success of the EYH conference and general activities of LAWIS.

II.  NEW BUSINESS

1. Possible EYH Workshop Presenters:

Margo asked for suggestions from the group for potential workshop presenters for the 1999 EYH conference.  Various people in attendance offered suggestions.

2. Dependent Care Facility at LANL.  

Janie Enter asked if LAWIS would be willing to endorse this facility.  The opinion of attendees was favorable.  This probably will be addressed at the next steering committee meeting.

III. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

The attendees enjoyed socializing at our potluck party held at Wendee Brunish’s home in Los Alamos.

Minutes submitted by J. Margo Clark
